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Circulation Highlights 

In 2014 there were 91 paid dailies in Canada and 13 free dailies for a grand total of 104 daily 
newspapers, compared to 112 in 2013.  There were eight less newspapers publishing in 2014: 

 One paid daily newspaper closed (Kamloops Daily News). 
 Two paid daily newspapers merged (Dawson Creek News and Alaska Highway News). 
 Six free distribution daily newspapers ceased publishing (Nanaimo News Bulletin Daily, 

Peace Arch News Daily, Morning Star Daily, Metro Regina, Metro Saskatoon, Metro 
London). 

In 2014, Canada's paid and free daily newspaper circulation (printed and digital) stood at 
5,312,018 copies on an average publishing day and 31,765,434 copies over the course of a 
week. This is a 7% drop over the previous year, representing approximately 400,000 fewer 
copies (printed and digital) circulated on an average day. 

Since 2013 digital circulation has been broken out separately in the annual circulation report for 
those papers that provide digital circulation in their audits or publisher statements.  In 2014 the 
weekly digital circulation grew by almost 8% over the previous year.  This represents 
approximately 450,000 additional digital copies each week. 

Two thirds of weekly circulation is concentrated in Ontario and Quebec with the balance spread 
throughout the other provinces.t 

 

  

Province 
Circulation - Weekly Total 

(Print/Digital) 
Circulation - Daily 
Avg. (Print/Digital) 

Newspape
r Titles 

Circulation - Total 
Weekly Digital ONLY 

AB 2,791,025 469,656 11 629,777 

BC 3,495,412 620,371 15 649,079 

MB 1,295,274 211,553 4 373,602 

NB 540,294 90,049 4 1,734 

NL 231,678 38,613 2 89,210 

NS 939,697 163,937 5 105,278 

ON 13,640,603 2,272,915 43 2,373,423 

PE 126,127 21,021 2 1,017 

QC 8,094,237 1,321,755 13 1,945,709 

SK 602,097 100,349 4 145,247 

YK 8,993 1,799 1 - 

Grand Total 31,765,434 5,312,018 104 6,314,075 
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Newspaper Ownership (104 newspapers) 
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Industry Highlights – Year in Review 

2014 was a busy year for newspapers with digital initiatives, purchases and ownership changes.  
The Year in Review fact sheet can be found online at http://www.newspaperscanada.ca/about-
newspapers/industry-reports. 

Digital Initiatives  

 The Globe and Mail launched daily video series: Globe Now
 Ottawa Citizen (ON) launched redesign and new multi-platform content strategy
 Three Metro newspapers moved to digital-only format
 Winnipeg Free Press (MB) revamped editorial pages
 Montreal Gazette (QC) launched new four-platform strategy
 Toronto Star (ON) Classroom Connection used augmented reality to engage students
 Postmedia launched reimagined Calgary Herald (AB)
 Torstar (ON) partnering with La Presse on new tablet edition
 Metro adjusted its digital strategy to focus on larger markets

Digital Access and Paywall/Metered Access  

 TC Media launched digital subscription plans at three Atlantic newspapers between
January and April 2014:  The Western Star (NL), the Cape Breton Post (NS) and The
Telegram (NL)

 Prince Albert Daily Herald (SK) launched new digital subscription plan
 Black Press implemented a paywall for the Trail Times (BC) in March 2014

Purchases / Ownership Changes 

 Transcontinental Printing announced sale of assets of subsidiary Rastar
 TC Media completed acquisition of 74 Quebecor community newspapers
 TC Media sold its weekly papers on the Côte-Nord
 Postmedia to purchase 175 Sun Media publications
 Black Press purchased daily and community newspapers from Glacier Media

New Publications/Editions/Publishing Schedules 

 Victoria Times Colonist (BC) brings back community-focused Islander section on
Sundays

 Chronicle Herald (NS) expanded into Cape Breton

Newspapers Closures 

 Kamloops Daily News (BC) closed
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General Industry 

 Government’s recycling policy biggest threat to B.C. newspapers
 Transcontinental Inc. entered flexible packaging market
 Torstar (ON) sold Harlequin to News Corp.
 Glacier Media launched new crowdfunding initiative
 Quebecor created new Media Group division
 Sun Media partnered with Meltwater
 Postmedia launched new advertising website
 Media outlets partnered to expand Northern news network
 Postmedia’s Infomart expanded coverage in Western Canada

Research 

 Newspaper ads remain most trustworthy form of paid media advertising
 Pew study shows direct visitors are more engaged with news sites
 Pew released 2014 State of the News Media report
 Newspaper readership remains strong according to latest NADbank study
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Paywalls/Metered Access 

In 2014 there were a total of 38 daily newspapers with paywalls or metered access in place.  
One newspaper (La Presse) offers a free tablet edition (La Presse+). 
 

Newspaper Province Market Owner Date Implemented 

The Whitehorse Star YT Whitehorse Independent 2004 

Times Colonist BC Victoria Glacier May 2011 

Montreal Gazette QC Montreal Postmedia May 2011 

Red Deer Advocate AB Red Deer Black Press June 2011 

The Daily Gleaner NB Fredericton Brunswick News November 2011 

Times and Transcript NB Moncton Brunswick News November 2011 

Telegraph Journal NB Saint John Brunswick News November 2011 

The Daily Townsman BC Cranbrook Black Press February 2012 

The Daily Bulletin BC Kimberley Black Press February 2012 

The Province BC Vancouver Postmedia August 2012 

Vancouver Sun BC Vancouver Postmedia August 2012 

Ottawa Citizen ON Ottawa Postmedia August 2012 

Le Journal de Montréal QC Montreal Quebecor/Sun Media September 2012 

Le Journal de Québec QC Quebec City Quebecor/Sun Media September 2012 

The Globe and Mail ON National Globemedia October 2012 

Calgary Sun AB Calgary Quebecor/Sun Media December 2012 

Edmonton Sun AB Edmonton Quebecor/Sun Media December 2012 

Winnipeg Sun MB Winnipeg Quebecor/Sun Media December 2012 

Ottawa Sun ON Ottawa Quebecor/Sun Media December 2012 

Toronto Sun ON Toronto Quebecor/Sun Media December 2012 

Medicine Hat News AB Medicine Hat AB Newspaper Group April 2013 

Calgary Herald AB Calgary Postmedia May 2013 

Edmonton Journal AB Edmonton Postmedia May 2013 

National Post ON National Postmedia May 2013 

Windsor Star ON Windsor Postmedia May 2013 

The Guardian PE Charlottetown TC Media May 2013 

The Leader Post SK Regina Postmedia May 2013 

The StarPhoenix SK Saskatoon Postmedia May 2013 

Lethbridge Herald AB Lethbridge AB Newspaper Group June 2013 

The Daily News NS Truro TC Media July 2013 

The Chronicle Herald NS Halifax Halifax Herald Ltd. August 2013 

Toronto Star ON Toronto Torstar Corporation August 2013 

Journal Pioneer PE Summerside TC Media November 2013 

The Western Star NL Corner Brook TC Media January 2014 

Cape Breton Post NS Sydney TC Media February 2014 

Trail Times BC Trail Black Press March 2014 

The Telegram NL St. John’s TC Media April 2014 

The Daily Herald SK Prince Albert TC Media June 2014 

TOTAL Newspapers with Metered Access/Paywalls 38 
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Circulation Terminology 

Audit Services 

Alliance for Audited Media (AAM) 
http://www.auditedmedia.ca/ 
The Alliance for Audited Media was formerly the Audit Bureau of Circulations. AAM is a tripartite 
membership organization of North America’s leading advertisers, advertising agencies and 
content providers committed to providing independently verified data and information critical to 
evaluating and purchasing media. 
 
Canadian Circulation Audit Board (CCAB) 
http://www.bpaww.com/ 
The Canadian Circulation Audit Board (CCAB) is a tripartite membership organization founded 
in the fall of 1936 to offer choice to business publications in pursuit of a more efficient circulation 
audit.  CCAB is part of BPA Worldwide, a global industry resource for verified audience data 
and media knowledge. 
 
Canadian Media Circulation Audit (CMCA) 
http://www.circulationaudit.ca/ 
Canadian Media Circulation Audit (CMCA) is the only circulation audit provider in Canada that is 
100-percent Canadian-owned and operated.  CMCA reports provide advertisers, agencies and 
media buyers with credible, relevant data to make informed buying decisions. 

Paid Circulation 

AAM - Paid circulation includes print and digital individual subscriptions, single copy, group and 
hotel copies of newspapers which have been individually paid for by the purchasers, not for 
resale, at not less than one cent per copy or per subscription. 
http://www.auditedmedia.ca/news/blog/2013/november/faqs-about-the-new-canadian-newspaper-
report.aspx 
 
CCAB – Paid circulation includes copies paid for by individual recipient including home delivery, 
single copy, hotel and e-edition copies. 
 
CMCA – Paid circulation is defined as any copies that have been paid for at any net positive 
price, after taking the value of any premiums or incentives into consideration.  Paid circulation 
includes carrier deliveries, dealer sales, bulk sales and counter sales.  Bulk sales include copies 
bought by a third party, such as an advertiser, sponsor/donor, or municipality as well as 
educational copies for delivery to students or schools and for the purposes of teaching students. 
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Non-Paid Circulation 

Qualified Circulation - AAM – Qualified circulation is a category introduced in 2013 that 
includes all non-paid print and digital circulation and those copies purchased by sponsors or 
other third parties.   Qualified circulation can include education copies (used in the classroom), 
copies available for use or pick-up by consumers in public locations and copies served to 
employees, retired employees, independent agents and correspondents. 
http://www.auditedmedia.ca/news/blog/2013/september/a-look-at-the-new-qualified-circulation-category-
for-canadian-newspapers.aspx 
 
Sponsored by Third Party or Free - CCAB – This category of non-paid circulation was 
introduced in 2009 and includes home delivery, single copy, e-editions and educational copies 
in either print or digital formats. 
 
Controlled Circulation – CMCA – This includes all copies distributed free to designated areas 
and/or by an address list as well as newspapers picked up by individual readers at the 
newspaper office. 

Digital Circulation 

AAM - Digital editions are categorized as Paid if they are accessed by subscribers (individual 
subscriptions, single copy, group or hotel).  Digital editions sold in a bundle are counted as paid 
when the editions are priced separately or accessed by consumers.  Digital editions categorized 
as Qualified include non-paid access by individuals, for education or by employees.    
http://www.auditedmedia.ca/news/blog/2013/november/faqs-about-the-new-canadian-newspaper-
report.aspx 
 
CCAB – E-editions include any newspaper delivered periodically in a digital format with metered 
navigation, that is edited, designed, and contains date-stamped content that includes 
advertising.  Digital E-editions may be reported as paid for by individual recipients or sponsored 
by third parties or free.  Educational E-editions are included in the sponsored by third party or 
free category.   
 
CMCA - An electronic edition may be included in a publisher’s circulation statement provided it 
is an exact digital replica of the print edition.  Electronic editions may be included in both Paid 
and Controlled Circulation categories.  A subscription to both the print and electronic editions 
shall be counted as one subscription.   
 
Replica Digital Edition 
Replica digital editions maintain the same identity as the print edition. Replicas have the same 
name/logotype and consistent editorial and advertising content as print. 
 
Non-replica Digital Edition 
Non-replica digital editions are editorially homogeneous with the print edition, but advertising 
content may differ.  Non-replica editions include platforms such as tablet apps, mobile apps and 
restricted-access websites. 
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Report Notes 

This report is prepared annually by Newspapers Canada.  
 
Newspapers Canada does not endorse the listed circulation sources.  This report simply lists all 
data available from the noted sources.  Every attempt is made to obtain audited circulation, 
however where that is not available, publisher claims/statements are reported. 
 
A daily newspaper for the purposes of this report is a paid or free publication containing general 
news, published four or more times per week.  
 
The 2014 report provides paid, qualified/verified and total circulation for the listed publications.  
Reports prior to 2012 were based on paid circulation only.  The 2014 report includes digital 
circulation (in both paid and non-paid circulation) as well as listings for all free distribution daily 
newspapers. 
 
Circulation data is sourced from the following sources: 
 

1. Alliance for Audited Media (AAM) 
For those dailies measured by AAM, the total circulation averages of two six-month 
Snapshot reports were utilized for the periods ending March 31st and September 30th to 
reflect a comparable 12-month period. 

 
2. Canadian Circulation Audit Board (CCAB) 
CCAB currently provides total circulation averages based on a 12-month period ending 
December 31st.  

 
3. Canadian Media Circulation Audit (CMCA) 
Data from CMCA is based on audit reports throughout 2014. 
 
4. Publisher claims/statements 

 
Note, there are significant differences between AAM and CCAB in terms of unpaid circulation 
which may be an issue in competitive markets.  There are also differences in the reporting 
periods for each audit firm.  Please consult the audit firms' individual websites for further 
information.  Audit reports should be referenced for fair circulation comparisons in 
competitive markets. 
 
 
For more information please contact: 
Kelly Levson, Director of Research 
Newspapers Canada 
klevson@newspaperscanada.ca 


