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City pursues  
legal action, 
cagey on
details
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The City of Moose Jaw is “pursuing legal remedies” 
against Mosaic Place’s ticket seller, but the director 
of fi nancial services refused to name the provider in 
question. However, the company in charge of such 
services is clearly identifi ed on tickets for public 
events at Mosaic Place as Ticket Rocket.
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WARRIORS
QUICK LOOK

Western Hockey League Standings
East Division

 GP W L OL SL F A P
Regina 21 16 2 3 0 117 70 35
Moose Jaw 22 13 5 4 0 80 76 30
S. Current 25 12 7 2 4 83 78 30
Brandon 22 12 7 3 0 84 70 27
Saskatoon 25 9 15 1 0 61 99 19
Pr. Albert 22 5 16 1 0 50 76 11

Upcoming  Games
Friday, at Calgary
Saturday, at Red Deer
Dec. 2, at Prince Albert
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Congratulations
From

Naomi Lynn Amos & Henry Fregene
of Moose Jaw, SK

November 15 @ 10:06 a.m.
a son weighing 9 lbs 4 oz

Leah Doepker & Dustin Houle
of Moose Jaw, SK

November 16 @ 2:05 a.m.
a son weighing 8 lbs 12 oz

Ashley & Seymour McLean
of Moose Jaw, SK

November 20 @ 4:59 p.m.
a son weighing 7 lbs 11 oz

Jody & Cole Payant
of Assiniboia, SK

November 21 @ 4:11 p.m.
a son weighing 8 lbs 3 oz
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During Monday night’s executive 
committee meeting, fi nancial services 
director Brian Acker identifi ed the com-
pany only as one that is contractually 
obligated to provide ticketing services.

Th e company in charge of such ser-
vices is clearly identified on tickets 
for public events at Mosaic Place as 
Ticket Rocket. Th e Victoria, B.C.-based 

company did not return 
repeated requests for com-
ment on Wednesday.

The deal, which Acker 
told the Times-Herald he 

thinks was signed sometime in August, 
included “a substantial signing bonus” 
that the city has yet to receive.

One of the “major impediments” for the 
beleaguered Downtown Facilities and 
Fieldhouse board’s cash fl ow is receiving 
the bonus, Acker told the committee.

“Th at funding is key to the facilities 
having a positive cash fl ow for the re-
mainder of the year,” he said. Without 

it, he said, the city will likely have to use 
what remains of the $405,000 council 
previously earmarked for the facilities. 
Already approximately $300,000 of pub-
lic money has been spent to keep daily 
operations running smoothly. DFFH’s 
fi scal year lines up with the calendar 
year and ends Dec. 31. 

Acker said he “wouldn’t comment” on 
what exactly “legal remedies” entails. 
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Donna Blondeau admits she was 
sceptical of working as a victim surro-
gate at fi rst. 

Blondeau, the Moose Jaw Police Ser-
vice’s victim services coordinator, has 
worked with the John Howard Society, 
helping out victims of crime. As she 
said it, victims of crime have made out 
the off enders who wronged them as “a 
monster, eight feet tall, and just want to 
hurt people.”

“I walked into that room and I’ve 
looked into that person charged with 
an off ence and I’ve said, ‘Th is person 
could be my neighbour or anybody’s 
son or daughter,’” she said. “ It com-
pletely changed how I felt about that.”

Blondeau works as a victim surro-
gate for the John Howard Society, one 
of three who were honoured in a special 
luncheon at Leisure Time Bingo Tues-
day. 

In certain cases, off enders will be 
given the opportunity to work through 
alternate arrangements with people 
who wronged them. Th ese aren’t for 
anything serious, but rather less serious 
instances like spray painting graffi  ti. 

Sometimes the off ender and victim 
can work it out themselves. When the 
victim can’t, because of the emotions 
involved or another reason, Blondeau 
and others are called on to be victim 
surrogates. 

“I make sure to treat people with 
respect,” said Blondeau. “This is an 
opportunity to take responsibility for 
what they’ve done.”

She said that she hasn’t seen some-
one go through the program twice, 
which she feels is one of the strengths 
of the program.

Sometimes the off ender can off er a 
cash donation or volunteering at the 
homeless shelter, or another charity 
group in town, to make up for the dam-
age he or she has caused.

This system doesn’t always work, 
though. 

“I think (in the past 15 years) there’s 
only been one occasion where I walked 
away from mediation because I was 
told (by the off ender) this is the way it 
was going to be,” Blondeau described. 
“I said, ‘See you later.’”

Blondeau is not the only victim sur-
rogate involved. Another person is 
Deidre Wilson, who was on the oppos-
ite side before she came to be a victim 
surrogate. As she puts it, she was an 
off ender, but rather than face a poten-
tial criminal record, she was instead of-
fered mediation.

She sat on the John Howard Board, 
and after she resigned, was 
contacted and asked if she 
would like to act as a vic-
tim surrogate. She agreed.

While Wilson has been 

able to turn her life around, she’s not 
sure if everyone involved with John 
Howard can. Sometimes, she knows 
that an off ender will return. 

“I don’t see you succeeding, which is 
sad but we always have to give them the 

benefi t of a doubt,” Wilson said.
Still, she enjoys what she does. 
“It’s interesting seeing their (the of-

fenders) side of story,” she said. “I like 
to see them improve and have a second 
chance.”

City pursuing legal action against ticket seller Surrogate victims honoured
Th e City of Moose Jaw is 
“pursuing legal remedies” 
against Mosaic Place’s 
ticket seller, but the direc-
tor of fi nancial services re-
fused to name the provider 
in question.
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DFFH’s interim general manager Doug 
Campbell would only clarify insofar as 
to say “there is no lawsuit.”

Campbell also refused to name Ticket 
Rocket.

“We generally don’t comment publi-
cally on any contractual discussion of 
this nature because it can jeopardize 
outcomes,” he said.

DFFH’s new interim board – com-
posed of Coun. Brian Swanson, Crys-
tal Froese, and Scott McMann – meets 
Thursday morning to discuss oper-
ations. 

A September MNP report outlined ex-
tensive problems with management and 
basic governance structure.

Froese did not return a Times-Herald 
call seeking comment and McMann de-
clined to comment, claiming the legal 
nature. 

Swanson acknowledged the public 
interest of the action – taxpayer dollars 
are propping up operations and DFFH is 
an arms-length city operation – but said 
he doesn’t know enough details yet to 
speak on the subject.

Th e interim board meets at 10:30 a.m. 
at Mosaic Place. Th e meeting is open to 
the public.

John Howard Society honours local victim surrogates during special luncheon
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