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MP Report Request
Dear (MP),
I am writing to you as a concerned citizen who understands the existential threat facing our national ecosystem for local news gathering and reporting. Notably, this includes the multicultural newspapers that contribute so much to the depth and diversity of coverage in communities large and small across Canada.
We know, all too well, from recent election campaigns across the globe, that the civic value of fact-based reporting to counter misinformation and disinformation campaigns has never been more important. We also know the demand for quality journalism has never been greater. As always, Canadians want to be informed. They want the stories from their communities to be accessible, and they will willingly pay for it. 
The challenge for the whole sector is not about content; it is about the monopolistic, anti-competitive practices of Facebook and Google who:
· control 80% of all advertising revenues;
· use their monopoly control not just to divert advertising from newspapers, but also to divert millions in advertising revenues that they place on newspaper sites;
· use their market dominance to keep the greater share of advertising revenues which should go to the owners of the sites, and 
· accumulate data on newspaper site readers and advertisers for their own purposes, and to solidify and strengthen their monopolistic control of this media marketplace.
We know there is a solution, and we know it can save our newspapers and ensure the civic foundations of journalism are strong for decades to come. 
News Media Canada, the organization representing hundreds of trusted newspapers in every province, has recently released a report which provides an in-depth analysis of this existential threat. It also outlines a series of measures, based on the approach the Australian government has chosen to take in order to address these monopolistic practices effectively. They include:
· enabling the country’s newspapers to band together in a collective bargaining unit to negotiate compensation for the use of their content and intellectual property. It is only through this collective approach that the immense monopoly power of the web giants can be countered, and the digital playing field levelled.
· establishing a long-term code-of-conduct to ensure that the web giants don’t try to use new algorithms and other proprietary technology to expand their market domination and entrench anti-competitive practices.
· subjecting the web giants to fines in the hundreds of millions of dollars for a single infraction. Penalties of this scale are the only effective ways to rein in companies with this unprecedented size and power.
The advantages to this approach for effective action include one significant consideration, given the macro-economic challenges we are facing during this pandemic: no new government funding, consumer taxes or user fees are required for this solution. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The report is available for your review at our website here: https://nmc-mic.ca/levelling-the-digital-playing-field/. I urge you to share it with your fellow parliamentarians. We hope you can also urge this government implement these measures as soon as possible.
Thank you for your consideration. 
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