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Every day, champions across the country stand up for their communities, raise their hands 
to ask the tough questions and uncover the truth.

This National Newspaper Week, celebrate the power of words and local homegrown news.

Purchase the Champions book at championsofthetruth.ca

You’re in good hands.

I
f there’s one thing we, as news-
paper companies, don’t do very 
well, it’s that we don’t toot our 
own horn enough. In a world 

where it seems to be the norm to boast 
on social media just how great our life 
is, why we don’t pat ourselves on the 
back can likely be blamed on being 
modest as near as I can tell.

We know the responsibility we 
carry in the communities we serve. 
It’s heavy, and we wouldn’t have it any 
other way.

So, during what is National News-
paper Week here in Canada - between 
October 1-7 for those keeping track 
at home - maybe it’s as good a time as 
any to remind our readers, and even 
those that only occasionally pick up a 
copy of  the Star and Times, just why 
you might want to be happy we still ex-
ist, in what is an ever-changing world.

First off, are you aware the Swan 
River Valley has had a local commu-
nity newspaper since the year 1900? 
Again, for the benefit of  those keeping 
track at home, that’s an incredible 123 
year run we’re on.

While there are days I likely feel 

that old, thankfully I still have some 
gas left in the tank. I hope anyway.

Throughout the decades, there have 
been countless changes in the world 
that was most certainly going to kill 
newspapers existence. Radio, televi-
sion all came in to play, and eventually 
the big, bad internet.

Somehow, we’ve all found ways to 
coexist. Simply put, every person is 
different and how they consume their 
information differs from one person to 
the next.

Then, along came social media, 
namely Facebook. That was it. For 
sure the world would end for so many 
community newspapers. 

There’s always been a glaring 
problem with that though. Two words, 
reliability and accountability, quickly 
come to mind.

It’s not to say social platforms are 
not to be trusted, but there is certainly 
no way of  holding someone account-
able in terms of  spreading fake news - 
not to mention all out lies and conspir-
acy theories that run rampant - and 
do nothing other than end friendships 
and cold wars amongst family and 
friends.

When it comes to history in, for 
instance, our Valley, there really is 
literally only ONE place where the 
happenings are documented weekly, 
and available to view - and that’s right 
here at your hometown newspaper.

I’d be willing to bet many of  you 
aren’t even aware we have hard copies 
of  nearly every single edition of  this 
newspaper right here in our building. 
Short of  a few years from the 1930’s 
that went missing decades ago, much 
of  the Valley’s history can still be 
found in our office.

And, God willing, there will still 
be copies of  newspapers available for 
historical purposes 50 years from now 
when you might need to search out 
relevant happenings going on right 
now in our Valley.

Like most smaller communities 
and areas, the local newspaper is the 
number one hub of  information.

Need to know what stores are of-
fering sales? If  it’s relevant enough, 
you’ll get the details in the Star and 
Times.

Want to know what your local 
councils are dealing with? Chances 
are you’ll read about it in the Star and 
Times.

Major fund raiser going on in the 
area? Of  course you’ll find all the 
information you’ll need right here in 
these pages.

Want to follow along with the local 
sports scene? The Star and Times has 
as many as eight pages each week 
highlighting what our local athletes 
are up to.

And, we can’t leave out some of  
the great feature stories on local, and 
former residents, sharing their stories 
of  great accomplishments and life 
stories.

You won’t find these anywhere else. 
So please excuse us while we pat 

ourselves on the back. Feel free to join 
us.

Brian Gilroy
Publisher

 
opinion

Celebrate your newspaper and ensure its future

T
his week is National News-
paper Week and, while it’s 
the one week of  the year all 
the newspapers in North 

America brag about how important 
and great we are, it’s with the hope 
that the general population will actu-
ally realize just how important and 
great we really, truly are. 

Reputable newspapers are the 
reason that the world is still finding 
truth in the news that they consume. 
A few years aog, as part of  National 

Newspaper Week, Saskatchewan 
Weekly Newspapers Association 
Executive Director Steve Nixon wrote 
about the fake news issue and why it 
matters. 

“Today, it seems that the real news 
is being drowned out by an avalanche 
of  so-called “fake” news that is noth-
ing more than opinion pieces and 
marketing strategies to get us to buy 
a product, vote a certain way or for 
some other nefarious motive,” he 
said. 

“When I read my newspaper, either 
online or in print, I can at least trust 
the journalism. I certainly don’t like 
all that I see but at least I have some 
recourse if  I feel strongly about some-
thing that has been written. In an 
essence, I know where they live. Their 
shingle is above the door. They have a 
mailing address and a phone number.

Now I am concerned about the 
“real” part of  the news. Much of  
it originates from newspapers and 
although we all love, and hate, the 

news that is being reported, I am very 
worried that it may go away, leaving 
us with only opinions and marketing 
sales tactics. I, for one, will not stand 
for this. You should not either.”

These words ring even more true 
today.

So this newspaper week, I ask that 
you take a moment to reflect on what 
it would be like to not have a local 
news source in our community or 
even at a provincial level and to join 
us to Champion the Truth! 

In a world of fake news, be a champion for the truth 


